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Reply to Office action of 04 December 2007 

Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract. 

A m e thod is compris e d of inputting a comparand word is input to a plurality of hash circuits, 
with each hash circuit being r e sponsive responding to a different portion of the comparand word. 
The hash circuits output a hash signal which is us e d to e nabl e enables or precharges or procharg e 
portions of a content addressable memory CAM. The comparand word is also input to the CAM. 
The CAM compares the comparand word in the precharged portions of the CAM and outputs 
information responsive to the comparison comparing st e p . When used to proc e ss Internet 
addresses are processed , the output information is either output may b e port information or an 
index for locating port information, from which port information may be locat e d . A circuit is 
also disclos e d as is a m e thod of initializing th e circuit. 
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